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WELCOME! 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
HANDBOOK will help you prepare your move to 
Denmark, and give you a better idea of what to 
expect when you arrive at the school. 



STUDYING AT THE DANISH 
NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 

PERFORMING ARTS (DASPA) 
The Danish National School of Performing Arts (DASPA) was 

established in January 2015 as a merge between the five national 
performing arts schools in Denmark: The Acting- and Playwright 

education in Aarhus, the Acting education in Odense, the Musical 
Academy in Fredericia, the National School of Performing 
Arts in Copenhagen and the Theatre school in Odsherred. 

The Danish National School of Performing Arts is the only higher 
education institution in Denmark that offers accredited bachelor 

degrees in Acting, Musical Theatre, Performing Arts Production, 
Theatre and Performance Making and Dance and Choreography 

as well as Master of Fine Arts in Performing Arts. 

In addition, DASPA also offers MA equivalent programmes in 
Dance Partnership and Musical Accompaniment for Dance 

(in collaboration with The Royal Danish Academy of Music).  

DASPA Copenhagen has about 130 students, who work in an 
interdisciplinary study environment that allows them to focus on their 

own subject area while being involved in productions and 
performances of all sizes. The students’ professional competences 

are developed through teaching and training by a number of 
professional educators from Denmark and abroad. 

The various departments work to create an educational environment 
where the core competences of each programme stand clear, but 

still holds a strong emphasis on flexibility, mobility and collaboration 
between the different educational programmes. Please consult our 

website for further information about the different programmes.

https://ddsks.dk/en/frontpage


PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
2018-2019 

MID-OCTOBER
Half-term break 

  15th MARCH -19nd APRIL 
Easter break 

 19th December 2018 – 13th January 2019 
    Christmas break 

17th MAY 
St. Bededag/General Prayer Day 

30th MAY 
Kristi Himmelfartsdag/Ascension Day 

9th – 10st JUNE 
     Pinse/Pentecost 

5th JUNE 
Grundlovsdag/Constitution Day 

    21th JUNE – 12th August 2019 
Summer break 





ACCREDITATION, ECTS AND 
TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDS 

The European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) is used in all 
programmes at The Danish National School of Performing Arts. 

ECTS is a method of measuring your study programme as academic 
currency. ECTS is used all over Europe and enables you to easily 

compare study programmes and transfer your academic qualifications 
from one higher education institution to another. 

The use of ECTS is compulsory in higher education in Europe. All 
Danish higher education programmes are described according to 

ECTS as a system for both credit transfer and academic credit 
accumulation towards the final degree. 

All students, including exchange students, at DASPA will receive the 
ECTS transcript of records (exchange students) or Diploma 

Supplement (Full degree students), which shows students’ learning 
achievements in a comprehensive and commonly understood way that 

is easily transferable from one institution to another. 

For further information on ECTS, 
please consult the EU-Commission website 

https://ec.europa.eu/education/resources/european-credit-transfer-accumulation-system_en


LANGUAGE POLICY 
AND SUPPORT 

All programmes at DASPA are generally taught in Danish, except the 
programme in Dance & Choreography, where a majority of 
students and teachers are international, and the teaching is 
therefore mostly in English. The Master of Fine Arts in Performing Arts 
will also offer courses in English.

Arriving in a new country can be overwhelming, both linguistically and 
culturally. DASPA wishes to make the immersion of our foreign 
students as smooth as possible, in terms of both teaching of classes, 
and socially. We therefore strive to translate all or most information 
related to students and teachers at DASPA into English. 

Non-Danish speaking students are also encouraged to participate in 
Danish language courses, offered in cooperation with the Architect 
and Design School, which is the next-door neighbor of DASPA. 

A new language policy is currently under development and will be 
published on the intranet, which you can access from the website as a 
registered student.  

Please visit Study in Denmark or The Danish Language Centers for 
further information on Danish language courses for foreigners. 

http://studyindenmark.dk/
http://dedanskesprogcentre.dk/en/front-page/


LIVING IN DENMARK 

ACCOMODATION 
Finding a place to live in Copenhagen can be difficult and expensive. We 

therefore recommend that you start looking for accommodation well in advance 
of moving to Copenhagen, as it is particularly difficult to find a place to live right 

before the academic semester begins. 

There are several different accommodation options while studying in 
Copenhagen. Some prefer to live in private flats and rooms, while others prefer 

student halls of residences, which offer 
accommodation in a more communal environment. 

Depending on your preferences, the estimated cost of accommodation 
ranges from between 250 euros (Student Halls of Residence) to 900 euros 

(for a privately rented flat of about 50 m2). 

The following links below might be helpful 
when searching for a place to stay in Copenhagen: 

• STUDENT AND YOUTH ACCOMODATION OFFICE COPENHAGEN (KKIK)
Administers application procedures and distribution of rooms for 18 different 

student residence halls in and around Copenhagen. 

• UNGDOMSBOLIGER.DK (‘YOUTHHOUSING.DK’)
This site provides you with addresses and contact information for both Residence. 

https://www.kollegierneskontor.dk/default.aspx?lang=GB
http://www.ungdomsboliger.dk/?id=front&lang=en


HEALTHCARE AND 
INSURANCE

The Danish healthcare system offers equal and universal access 
for all residents. As an international student and resident in 

Denmark, you will have access to free medical treatments with 
some exceptions, such as dental care and physiotherapy. 

STUDENTS FROM THE EU/EEA OR SWITZERLAND 
If you are an EU/EEA citizen or a Swiss national, plan to stay in Denmark for 

less than three months, and is covered by a statutory health insurance 
service in another EU country, you can use your European Health Insurance 

Card (EHIC) to access any healthcare service during your stay in Denmark, if 
needed. You will enjoy the same healthcare services offered to residents in 

Denmark and the charge for these services will be forwarded to the statutory 
health insurance service that issued the EHIC. 

PLEASE NOTE Students from the Nordic countries do not need to show any 
documentation and UK citizens only needs to show their UK passport. 

STUDENTS FROM OUTSIDE THE EU/EEA 
In accordance with the Danish Health Act, all non-residents staying in 

Denmark are entitled to emergency hospital care free of charge ‘in the event 
of an accident, childbirth, acute illness or sudden aggravation of a chronic 

disease.’ All other healthcare services must be paid for by you or your 
insurance. 

PLEASE NOTE The Danish public healthcare system does not cover 
transportation to your home country in the event of illness. 

Changes in rules and procedures for obtaining residency, work permit and 
social security in Denmark can occur. We therefore advice you to always 
carefully consult www.studyindenmark.dk where information is frequently 

updated according to most recent legal changes. 

http://www.studyindenmark.dk/


COVERAGE WHEN REGISTERING WITH 
THE DANISH CIVIL REGISTRATION 
SYSTEM (CPR) 

STUDENTS FROM THE EU/EEA OR SWITZERLAND 

The CPR number is unique to the person and is used in Denmark as an 
ID number. 

Almost all public authorities use the CPR registry system to avoid 
duplicate registration and errors with regard to a person’s identity. You will 
often be asked to show your CPR number when e.g. contacting the civil 
authorities, or if you want to open a bank account. 

If you are an EU/EEA citizen or a Swiss national, plan to stay in Denmark 
for more than 3 months, and are covered by the statutory health 
insurance service in your home country, you enjoy full access to the 
Danish national healthcare system once you have registered with the 
Civil Registration System. 

STUDENTS FROM OUTSIDE THE EU/EEA 

If you are a non-EU/EEA citizen and you plan to stay in Denmark for more 
than three months, you must obtain a Danish Residence Permit and register 
with the Civil Registration System.  
Once registered, you are entitled to free medical treatment in Denmark. 

Changes in rules and procedures for obtaining residency, work permit and 
social security in Denmark can occur. We therefore advice you to always 
carefully consult www.studyindenmark.dk where information is frequently 
updated according to most recent legal changes. 

http://www.studyindenmark.dk/


HOW TO GET A DANISH ID-NUMBER 
(CPR-NUMBER)? 

To obtain your personal ID-number (CPR-number) as an 
international student in Denmark, you will need to register with 

the Danish Civil Registration System. 

Once registered, you will be allocated a Civil Personal Registration 
(CPR) number. 

For further information concerning the Danish Healthcare 
System, check out the links below: 

• HEALTHCARE IN DENMARK
• HEALTH AND SAFETY

The International House can help you handling all the paperwork 
when registering. For more information please visit their webpage 

Changes in rules and procedures for obtaining residency, work permit 
and social security in Denmark can occur. We therefore advice you to always 

carefully consult www.studyindenmark.dk where information is frequently updated 
according to most recent legal changes 

https://international.kk.dk/artikel/how-do-i-get-healthcare-denmark
https://workplacedenmark.dk/en/health-and-safety
https://ihcph.kk.dk/indhold/how-do-i-apply-cpr-number-june-1
http://www.studyindenmark.dk/






INSURANCE 

Danish education institutions cannot be held liable in the event 
of theft or loss of property. Therefore, be sure to take out 
adequate insurance while studying in Denmark. 
We therefore advice that all international students at DASPA 
take out an insurance policy which covers: 

• THIRD-PARTY LIABILITY INSURANCE
(ansvarsforsikring) – covering expenses if you have to
pay compensation to another person

• ACCIDENT INSURANCE
(ulykkesforsikring) – covering the financial consequences of
an accident

• HOME INSURANCE
(indboforsikring) – for your personal belongings

• CAR INSURANCE
(bilforsikring) – If you bring a car with you, please make sure it
is properly insured.

If you decide to take out the insurance in Denmark, try 
contacting some of the larger insurance companies. Their 
websites are in English. 
The insurance companies listed below will cover students on 
short term stays in Denmark and will be able to provide you with 
information in English. 

Alm. Brand (website in Danish) 
Tel.: (+45) 33 30 60 10 

Tryg Forsikring (website is in Danish) 
Tel.: +45 70 11 20 20 

https://www.almbrand.dk/abdk/privat/index.htm
https://tryg.dk/


WORKING WHILE 
STUDYING IN DENMARK 

Nordic, EU/EEA or Swiss citizens can work unlimited hours in 
Denmark under the EU rules regarding the free movement of people 

and services. 
Non-EU/EEA/Swiss citizens may work in Denmark for up to 15 hours 

a week and full time during June, July and August. 
However, this requires a work permit sticker in your passport. If you did 

not apply for a work permit when applying for a residence permit to 
study in Denmark, 

you can apply for one at the Danish Immigration Service. 

For further information, check out the link below: 
Work in Denmark 

Student Jobs 

DANISH STATE EDUCATIONAL 
SUPPORT (SU) 

If you are a citizen in an EU Member State or EEA country, or have a 
family relationship with a citizen of an EU Member State or EEA 

country you are, according to new EU-legislation, entitled to receive 
Danish State Educational Support (SU). The entitlement includes 

foreign full-degree students as well as exchange students in a Danish 
Higher Education Institution. 

If you wish to apply for equal status with Danish citizens according to 
the EU-law, you must carefully follow instructions on 

following website: http://www.su.dk/english/ 

Changes in rules and procedures for obtaining residency, work permit and social 
security in Denmark can occur. We therefore advice you to always carefully consult 
www.studyindenmark.dk where information is frequently updated according to most 

recent legal changes 

https://www.workindenmark.dk/
http://studyindenmark.dk/live-in-denmark/working-in-denmark/student-jobs
http://www.su.dk/english/
http://www.studyindenmark.dk/


BANK, BUDGET AND COST OF LIVING 

Denmark is quite an expensive country both in terms of housing, transportation and 
food. The following section will provide you with a rough idea of the price-level, 
information on how to open a bank account and not least the possibilities for foreign 
students to receive Danish State Education Support (SU). 

OPENING A DANISH BANK ACCOUNT? 

It is advisable to do so (especially for full-degree students – maybe not so necessary 
for exchange students) and quite simple. All you need to do is to bring your passport 
or ID and CPR card to a bank of your choice. We suggest you ask fellow students to 
recommend a bank. 

Remember to bring enough money or an international credit card for the first few 
weeks of your stay in Denmark. If you already have an account with an international 
recognised bank, you should soon be able to transfer money directly from your home 
account to your new Danish bank account. 

You need to register your Danish bank account with the Danish tax authority 
as a ‘Nemkonto’ (i.e. an ‘easy account’), which will allow public authorities to 
make direct payments to you if needed. Ask your Danish bank for more 
information. 

The Danish currency is called krone (DKK)  
• one krone is divided into 100 øre 
• 1 Euro is approximately 7.45 kroner 
• 1 US dollar is approximately 6 kroner 
• 1 UK pound sterling is approximately 8.5 kroner

https://www.nemkonto.dk/da/Servicemenu/Engelsk


THE COST OF LIVING 

The cost of living depends on your lifestyle and habits, but the 
following budget will give you an estimate of the average 
monthly expenses: 

OTHER PRICE EXAMPLES: 

• Purchase of second-hand bicycle: 250 – 1500 DKK
• Cinema ticket: 100 DKK
• Dining out: 200-500 DKK
• Beer or a soft drink at a bar/café: 30 – 50 DKK
• Coffee at a café: 25-35 DKK

TYPE OF COST APPROXIMATE COST OF 
LIVING PER MONTH 

Rent Varies from 2,500 – 7000 DKK 
(utilities are usually included) 

Insurance Approx. 200 DKK 

TV license 100 DKK 

Mobile phone 150 DKK (internet, around 250 
DKK, may be included in your 
rent) 

Food 1,500-2,000 DKK 

Transport 300 DKK (We strongly advise 
you to purchase a bike) 

Other personal expenses Approx. 1000 DKK 



DANISH STATE EDUCATIONAL 
SUPPORT (SU) 

If you are a citizen in an EU Member State or EEA country, or have a 
family relationship with a citizen of an EU Member State or EEA 

country you are, according to new EU-legislation, entitled to receive 
Danish State Educational Support (SU). The entitlement includes 

foreign full-degree students as well as exchange students in a Danish 
Higher Education Institution. 

If you wish to apply for equal status with Danish citizens according to 
the EU-law, you must carefully follow instructions on following 

website: http://www.su.dk/english/ 

The student support is available from the quarter after the student’s 18th birthday. 
The maximum amounts awarded in 2018 is DKK 5200 per month (Approx. 696,94 €). 

Grants are given to students attending a Higher Education Institution 
recognized by the Ministry of Science, Innovation and Higher Education. 

For further information about the conditions for receiving SU as a foreign student 
please consult The Ministry of Science, Innovation and Higher Education 

Changes in rules and procedures for obtaining residency, work permit 
and social security in Denmark can occur. We therefore advice you to 
always carefully consult www.studyindenmark.dk where information is 

frequently updated according to most recent legal changes

http://www.su.dk/english/
https://ufm.dk/en
http://www.studyindenmark.dk/


HOW TO GET AROUND 

You will find it very easy to get around in Denmark in 
general. Public transport is highly efficient, and there is 
very easy access to the other Scandinavian countries as 
well as the rest of Europe. Busses, the Metro (around the 
clock) and trains run regularly and smoothly. However, 
cycling is by far the fastest, healthiest and most 
entertaining and affordable way to get around. The city’s 
bicycle infrastructure is exceptional with miles of 
dedicated cycling lanes and special traffic lights for 
bicycles. So join the majority of the Danes and get to 
school or work by pedal power. Whether you bike, hike or 
use public transport, these links may be useful: 

REJSEPLANEN 
Travel guide to all public transportation in Denmark 

KRAK 
A Danish alternative to Google Maps. Useful for tracking 
persons, places and companies. The website is in Danish. 

CYCLE COPENHAGEN 
Bike the way you like and find the shortest, safest 
or most pleasant bike route through Copenhagen. 

https://www.rejseplanen.dk/webapp/index.html?language=en_EN
https://www.krak.dk/
http://www.cycling-copenhagen.dk/


OTHER USEFUL LINKS 
 

COPENHAGEN MUNICIPALITY FOR FOREIGN CITIZENS 

STUDY IN DENMARK 
This Website is dedicated to you who arrive as a foreign 
exchange student to Denmark. 

WORK IN DENMARK 

DENMARK.DK 
General information and statistics on Denmark 

LIFE IN DENMARK 
This is a practical guide to a number of things relevant when you 
are going to work or study in Denmark. 

http://icitizen.dk/
http://studyindenmark.dk/live-in-denmark/working-in-denmark/student-jobs
https://www.workindenmark.dk/
http://denmark.dk/
https://lifeindenmark.borger.dk/





